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Dear Readers: 

It can still be “Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year” if you are 
a Christian. 

If your happiness depends on a 
fake ‘Santa Claus,’ and poverty 
forbids the celebration, the spend- 
ing, the material things it takes 
to make you joyful, it may be a 
dreary Christmas. But not if you 
enjoy God’s great Christmas Gift, 
presented when.He so loved the 

- world that He gave His only be- 
gotten Son! Not if ‘you make room 
in the inn of your heart for that 
Holy Guest who was born in a 
stable, and laid in a manger 

| wrapped in swaddling clothes! Not 


‘~~ 
~ 
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priated the angel message, “Be- 
hold I bring you tidings of great 
joy! For unto you in the city of 
David is born g Savior which. is 
Christ the Lord. It can always be 
a merry Christmas if Christ is 
your own, if you love Him and re- 

- ceive .Him. joyfully as your all; 
your salvation, your hope of Heav- 
en, your present joy and provision, 
your future glory; your Savior, 
your High Priest, your King’ 

War almost covers the earth; 
our sons. and loved ones are in 
army camps, or sailing dangerous 

- ‘seas or fighting fierce enemies 
‘ where death has a rendevous with 
many. Our hearts are tempted to 
feel loneliness, fear, unknown ter- 
rors, almost despair. But the angel 
said, “Glory to God in the high- 
- est, peace on earth, good will to 
men,” and thanks be to God, His 
“| peace can possess the heart amid 

all the alarms of war, all the pangs 
of poverty, all the emptiness of 
Toss and disappointment. If you 
will let Him have His sweet way, 
it will be a Merry Christmas. If 
He guides, if you abide in Him 
and let Him work out His plan, it 
will be a happy, prosperous New 
Year in 1943! 

Does your. Christmas cheer come 
out of a bottle? Does the Christ- 
mas happiness of your children 
consist of fantastic lies about rein- 
deer and sleds and the north pole 

| and the fat man who does incred- 
. ible stunts concerning chimneys 
and two billion customers. in one 
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It Can Still Be 
A Merry Christmas 


-us be blessed by the magic of a 


| if you really believed and appro*’ 


‘can have a revival, and how we can 
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smitten, and he will bind us up.” 


night; that same fat man who ad- 
vertises whiskey on the sign boards 
and anything else an unconverted 
man can make any money out of; 
I say is the Christmas of your 
children made up of such silly 
falsehoods? Do you not know any- 
thing better than that to make a 
heart and home happy at Christ- 
mas time? Then I pity you from 
my heart! Oh, this Christmas let 


God so loved that He gave, of 
angels who sang and praised “‘glo- 
ry to God in the highest!” of sim- 
ple shepherds who believed, of wise 
men who came from afar with 
gold and frankincense and myrrh 


before approximiately 3,500 people 


Many of us have thought a 


children’s faces, and to cheer 
gifts in this way. 


Christianity. It is because our Lord 
Jesus Christ has Himself taught us 
the lesson that “It is more blessed 
to give than to receive,” that we 
delight to make gifts in His Name. 
Even the world itself, has caught 
the blessed infection, and uncon- 
verted people find a great deal of 
joy in sharing with others. And 
so-as we think of gifts, our minds 
naturally go to the Supreme Gift 
which God in His marvellous grace 
has lavished upon a guilty world, 
“Thanks be unto God for His un- 
speakable gift.” 

y There are four things about 
which I would like to speak. First, 
I want to occupy you with the 
Giver; second, with the excellency 
of the gift; third, with the recep- 
tion of the gift; and then a word 
of warning against refusing the 


gift. 
l. THE GIVER 


“WHO IS THE GIVER?” You 
remember when addressing the 


(Continued on page four) 


poor woman at the-well, our Lord 


This is one of the by-products of¢ 


by the pastor, 


H. A. IRONSIDE, D.D., LITT.D. 


great deal about gifts during 


the last few weeks. Some of us have experienced much joy 
in giving, others have found a measure of delight, but not 
nearly so much as we possibly expected, through receiving 
gifts. It is still true that “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive,”” and I dare say the happiest people are not those 
who have received the most, but those who have given the 
most. Particularly is this true if your gifts have been largely 
to those in less comfortable circumstances than yourself, and 
if you have sought to minister to the needs, to brighten the 
homes of those in poverty, to bring a happy smile to the 


weary and distressed mothers 


and fathers. It is a very blessed and beautiful thing to make 


> 
Jesus Christ said, “If thou knew- 


est the gift of God, and who it is 
that saith unto thee, give me to 
drink; thou wouldest have asked 
of Him, and He would have given 
thee living water’ (John 4:10). 
God is the Giver. I wish We could 
get that clearly in our minds. 


A great many people think of 
God as a merchantman; they think 
that He has something to sell; that 
He is going about, offering His sal- 
vation to people if they are rich 
enough to purchase it. Thank God, 
He is too rich to sell His salvation. 
But if He were to put it up for 
sale; if He were to set a price on 
it in any sense commensurate with 
its value, neither you nor I could 
ever purchase it. : 


The parable in the thirteenth 
chapter of Matthew is one that is 


| generally turned upside down. A 


merchantman came seeking goodly 
pearls, and “when he found one 
pearl of great price, he went and 
sold all he had and bought it.” Al- 
most invariably people make the 


” We Can 


(Sermon preached Tuesday night 
November 10, 1942, at Conference 
on Evangelism held at Bethany Re- 
formed Church, Chicago, Illinois. 
Mechanically recorded for The 
Sword of the Lord.) 


The general theme for tonight. 
and tomorrow is that God’s people 


have it. I hope you will be very 
prayerful tonight while I bring this 
message. In the sixth chapter of 
Hosea, the first three verses, we 
read: 

“Come, and let us return unto 
the Lord: for he hath torn, and 
he will heal us: he hath smitten, 
and he will bind us up. 


“After two days will he revive 
us: in the third day he will raise 
us up, and we shall live in his 
sight. i 

‘Then shall we know, if we fol- 
low on to know the Lord: his 
going forth is prepared as the 
morning: and he shall come unto 
us as the rain, as the latter and 
former rain unto the earth.” | 

“He will revive us.” “Let us re- 


Still Have 


By JOE HENRY HANKINS, D.D. 
Evangelist of Pine Bluff, Arkansas 


ple. I believe the judgment of God 
is upon the world today, and that 
it is going to continue until the 
purpose of God has been accom- 
plished. How soon that will ke, I 
do not know; but I pray God that 
it may be soon. But I cannot) be- 
lieve that there is going to be a 
cessation of this great period of 
suffering nor that the hand of 


turn unto the Lord: for he hath| gM 


torn and he will heal us; he hath 
I verily believe that the condition 


we find ourselves in today is on} 


account of sin and largely the re- 


sult of the sins of God’s own peo- | 


God’s iudgment is going to be lift- 
ed until we have returned unto the 
Lord. 


We Need a Revival 


I believe that the thing we need 
today more than any one thing 
in all the world is a real Holy 
Ghost, Heaven-sent revival. And 
when I say that I do not mean the 
ordinary type of revival that we 
have been having, nor the ordinary 
effort that we have been putting 
forth, for I believe that it is going 
to take the unusual today on the 
part of God’s people. We must have 
the courage to attempt the impos- 
sible. Our God is able to do the im- 
| possible. We must have the courage 
to iaunch out by faith where we 
cannot see the way, where God must 
undertake for us or we fail. I re- 
peat, I am fully convinced in my. 
own heart that the ordinary meth- 
ods and the ordinary efforts will 
not suffice for today. The ordinary 
church program is not going to 
meet the need today. ; 

When I speak of a revival, the 
cry of my heart is for a real, old- 
time, Heaven-sent, Holy Ghost re- 
vival from God. I am reminded of 


| |a story I read in a book when I 


was a child, I think that the title 


{of the book was The Little Shep- 


kerd of Kingdom Come. The com- 


| | (Continued on page two) 


a Revival — 


GOD’S UNSPEAKABLE GIFT 


‘Thanks Be Unto God for His Unspeakable Gilt.”” — II Cor. 9:15 


A Christmas sermon in Moody Memorial Church, Chicago, preached 
» 


| 


cee ee 


Dr. BH. A. IRONSIDE 


merchantman the poor sinner, and 
the pearl God’s salvation. But God's 
salvation is a free gift, and the 
pearl had to be purchased, so that 
interpretation is contrary to fact. 
We have nothing with which to 
buy God’s salvation. 

The real meaning of that para- 


ble surely is that our Lord Jesus— 


Christ came from Heaven as the 
Merchantman with infinite riches 
at His disposal, and here in this 
poor dark world He found one 
pearl of great price, that vast com- 
pany of men and women who were 
sunk in sin and iniquity, but who 
are to be made into the Body and 
Bride of the Lamb; and having 
fixed His love upon that pearl, He 
(Continued on page three) 


More Saved! 


A FLORIDA FARMER — 

15 TEXAS PRISONERS — 
WOMAN AT KEARNEY, NEB.— 
MISSISSIPP! WOMAN — 

SIRL IN TENNESSEE — 
SOLDIER IN WAUKEGAN — 
MAN AT EGAN, $. DAK. — 
OTHERS IN MINNESOTA — 


SAYED THRU 'THE SWORD’ 
LITERATURE RECENTLY 


BY THE EDITOR 


Do you ever get tired of reading 
of precious souls saved? We never 
do, and here in The Sword of the 
Lord office we hear nearly every 
day from some one saved through 
the editor’s writings or through the 
sermons printed in this paper. 


Florida Farmer Saved 


A man at Molino, Florida, wrote 
saying: 

“My dear Brother: I was at Mr. 
Taylor Crabtree’s helping him 
gather some corn and he gave me 
a little book of yours, and it is 
so precious to me I won't tear it, 
but will write you, for 1 want you 
to know that I take Christ for my 
Saviour and believe in Him. If you 
have got some more copies of it, 
send some to me that I may give 
some to others and spread the good 
news in this community. I thank 
you for writing this little book. 
May God be with you and help you 
jin your work. I want to help, too, 
for I believe in our Lord . Jesus 
Christ, I beg to remain yours in 
Christ -now and forever. Your 
friend and brother in Christ. 

He gave his name and address, 
of course, we will not give it. And 


(Oontinued on page four) 
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). pare great log rafts and wait for 


“WE CAN HAVE A REVIVAL” 


(Continued from page one) 


munity had met to pray for rain. 
The scene of the book was laid in 
a timber country somewhere in 
America. In the summer season 
they would cut the timber and take 
it down to the river and there pre- 


the rainy season of the year when 
the river would be filled with water 
and float the timber down to mar- 
ket. That community was depend- 
ent almost entirely for its living 
upon the timber that they sold. 
And the time for the rainy season 
had come and the rains were with- 
held. Instead of rains there was a 
prolonged drouth and want was 
staring them in the face. They met 
to pray for rain. One old brother 
got on his knees and began to 
pray something like this: “Lord, 
God, send a rain, and Lord, we 
don't mean one of your little gentle 
_§izzle-sozzles. We need a sod-soalke 
er.” Oh, if there ever was a time 
when the windows of Heaven need 
to be opened, it is now! Our church- 
es are cold and indifferent and 
powerless, Our sermons don’t break 
hearts and cause men to cry out, 
“What must I do to be saved,” any 
more. Our preaching needs that 
added power that we do not have. 
There is more preaching today 
than in any generation in the his- 
tory of the world. There are thou- 
sands of sermons being printed and 
tons of religious literature rolling 
off the presses. The air is literally 
filled with sermons that go out 
* over the radio, and I daresay that 
_ there is some of the best preaching 


* the world has ever heard going out | 


today. But in the face of all of it, 
the whole world goes plunging on 
into Hell! That is the reason I say 
Wwe need the unusual today. Oh, 
how we need a real, Holy Ghost 
revival. 


We Can Have a Revival 


We can have it! God isn’t dead. 
I am reminded of a story that came 
out of the slave days before the 
Civil War. Itis said that that great 
negro orator, Frederick Douglas, 
Was one day addressing a group of 
his people. He was very much dis- 
couraged over the prospects that 
they should ever breathe the air of 
reedom again. Right in the midst 
of his talk, a woman who knew 
the Lord stood up and said, ‘Mr. 
Dougias, would you mind if I 
asked you one question?” He said, 
“No, I wouldn’t mind.” She said, 
“Mr. Qouglas, am God dead?” The 
orator was dumbfounded for a mo- 
ment. He said, “Certainly God isn't 
dead.” Then this dear soul that 
knew and believed and loved the 
Lord said, “Mr. Douglas, are you 
a child of God?” He said, “Yes, I 
am.’ Then she said, “Mr. Douglas, 
as long as God am, don’t never 
hang your head.” 


God isn’t dead and we can have 
a revival. We need a revival. How 
are we going to have it? We have 
got to pay the price for it. 


1. There ts the Price of Prayer 
I realize when I make that state- 


just before the Civil War. 
I read an account of it just a little 
while ago — a revival that went 
from coast to coast and swept the 
entire country from North to 
South, Such power of God was up- 
on the people that many times as 
the preacher of God stood in the 
pulpit and ‘preached sinners~ fell 
like dead in the aisles and altars of 
the churches. God can do it today. 
He’s the same yesterday and today 
and forever. Think of the great 
Welsh revival. How did it come? 
It came through prayer. 


The thing that encourages my 
heart is that it doesn’t take the 
world praying to do it. Many a time 
God has used the intercession of 
one man or of a little group of 
men, to start a mighty movement 
for God. Who doesn’t know about 


the power which came and started 
the great sweeping missionary 
movements, or the revival under 
Charles and John Wesley, largely 
due to the praying of a little group 
of men? John Wesley himself said 
that one of the great things that 
was responsible for the power of 
God on his ministry was one man 
who went with him, and while he 
preached was back in the shadows 
on his knees, talking to God for 
him as he. preached, 


Rev. C. E. Matthews, pastor of 
one of the greatest churches in the 
South, Travis Avenue Baptist 
Church at Fort Worth, Texas, tells 
this story: He went to a little town 
in Oklahoma, for a revival meet- 
ing. In the very first service of the 
meeting when he gave the invita- 
tion some forty people walked the 
aisles. Throughout that two weeks 
there was not a single service, day 
nor night, that souls were: not 
saved. I saw a picture on the wall 
of his study of the biggest crowd 
that I ever saw in the baptismal! 
waters at one time, I said, Brother 
Charlie, where was that?” And he 
told me the story. 


He said, ‘‘In that two weeks over 
500 people were saved in that little 
town. The power of God fell in a 
way that I think I have never wit- 
nessed before or since. Then he 
said, “It was due to the prayers of 
one old man.’”’ One old man in that 
town had prayed for years that he 
might live to see one -more great 
out-pouring of the Spirit of God, 
and that it might come in his 
church and upon that town.” Yes, 
God can do it again. God will do 
it again. 

I'll tell you the kind of praying 
we need. We need the kind of 
praying that Moses did, when the 
anger of God was kindled against 
Israel, and Israel was about to be 
destroyed at the hand of God. Mo- 
ses stepped into the breach and 
for forty days and nights he fast- 
ed and prayed until he came to the 
place where he said, Yet now, if 
thou wilt forgive. their sin—; and 
if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of 
thy book.”’ I tell you now, the heav- 
ens move at that kind of praying. 


We need the kind of praying that 


ment that it has become-~-trite and | 


common-place. I challenge you 
however, to search the Word of 
God for one single instance where 
God’s power came upon His people 
and multitudes of sinners were 
saved and a revival from Heaven 
came, that didn’t come by the way 
of prayer. I challenge you to study 
the history of revivals since the 
days of the Apostle Paul-to find 
one single instance where a great 


| - revival came that didn’t come af- 


ter long, agonizing prayer of God’s 
_ people who, with their hearts brok- 
* en, tarried long before the throne 
q of grace until the power of God 

-= came. I wish I had time to recite 
_ many of the great outstanding re- 
©  vivals of modern times, but I refer 
— only to that great revival that 
swept the United States 
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Daniel did. Daniel said. “I was 
mourning three full weeks. I ate no 
pleasant bread.” Three weeks he 
was on his face before God, day 
and night, praying to God, confess- 
ing his sins and the sins of his 
people, until God sent the angel 
Gabriel down to answer that man’s 
prayer. Listen to one sentence .in 
that prayer, “Oh, Lord, hear! Oh, 
Lord, forgive; Oh, Lord, hearken 
and do; defer not for thine own 
sake, O my God” (Dan. 9:19). 
What a cry to God, out of a broken 
heart, for the arm of God to be 
made bare in behalf of His people! 

We need the kind of praying that 
Nehemiah did when he heard while 
yonder in the palace of Shushan, 
the condition of his people back at 
Jerusalem; that the temple was 
still in ruins and that there was no 
place for God’s people to worship; 


that the walls of the city were still 
broken down and the country still 
-|lay desolate. Hie said, “I sat down 


and wept and mourned certain 
days, and fasted and prayed.” Yes, 
we need that our hearts’ would 
break, and that we would pray 
with agony of soul. I know there is 
a lot of talk about praying, but if 
there ever was a time when God’s 


it and start wentie it is now. If 
the times in which we live and the 
conditions we face today will not 
send us on our faces to pray, then 
I tell sn we are hopeless! I don’t 
that there shall ever 
be the spirit of intercession on the 
hearts of God’s people, . =e won't 


{ 9° it today. 
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the Haystack Prayermeeting, and] 


people ought to stop talking about. 


Il. There Is the Price of Old [ 
Fashioned Gospel Preaching 


Another price that is to be paid 
for a mighty revival is real gospel 
preaching..Hear me! Oh, I tell you 
today, the preachers of God that 
stand in the pulpit and give book 
reviews and little essays and ser- 
monettes ought to be run out of 
the country. This is no time for a 
milk-and-cider gospel. The preach- 
ers of God need to stand up and 
preach as never in their lives. Oh, 
how we need to open the old Book, 
and not give our opinions, but 


— and I am speaking now primar- 
ily to the preachers that are listen- 
ing to me — my brethren, we need 
to preach; we need to lay the axe 
to the root of the tree. We need 
some old-fashioned John>the Bap- 
tist kind of preaching today. 


1. We heed to ring the changes 
on six, Ch, if ever a generation of 
God’s preachers were charged of 
Almighty God and responsible to 
the Holy Spirit of God to preach 
against sin, we are. Oh,*how God’s 
preacners need, like the Old Testa- 
ment prophets, to ,lift up their 
voices like a trumpet and cry aloud 
and spare not. We need to ring the 
changes on sin. I tell’ you, the trou- 
ble with America today is, we have 
lost our sin-consciousness;: nothing 
seems very bad to anybody*-any 
more.-Sin has become so popular 
that even the best of people now- 
adays chink of it only as a mistake. 
We need to press home to hearts 
the “exceeding sinfulness of sin.’’ 
We must somehow bring men to see 
that sin is the cancer that is eat- 
ing cut the human heart of civili- 
zation today. The fact is that sin 
has become so popular, and we 
have winked at it so much, that 
most: people think it is even smart 
and quite up-to-date and clever to 
be dabbling in some sort of sin. 
And nearly everybody you see to- 
day, in the church or out, is dab- 
bling in some kind of sin and un- 
godliness. Even the awful, blight- 
ing/ damning sin of adultery is no 
longer a black sin to most people. 
If a movie star can get on the front 
pages of the newspaper through 
that channel, fhen everybody wants 
to go and see him or her. I passed 
by a movie place Sunday night in 
Aurora, Illinois, on the way down 
to the church there to preach the 
gospel. That man, that movie actor 
who-has been on the front pages 
for the last two weeks or longer 
charged with rape of two high- 
school girls was playing there and 
the people of Aurora were stand- 
ing in line for two blocks waiting 
to get in and see that skunk play, 
Sunday night. 

I tell you, we need a sin-con- 
sciousness in America, and we will 
never get it until the preachers of 
God stand up and preach and tell 
people that sin is sin, regardless 
of who commits it or how high up 
they may be, or how rich or how 
great. 


2, We must call people to repent- 
ance. We need to preach old-fash- 
ioned, Holy Ghost repentance. We 
need to call this world back to God 
in honest - to - goodness old - fash- 
‘ioned, mourner’s bench repentance. 
That’s what we need. We will nev- 
er see a revival until the preachers 
of God become prophets again and 
stand up and preach. What we 
need today is to tell people they 
are lost. The hardest thing in the 
world today is to get people to be- 
lieve that they are lost. We don’t 


believe that all men are lost. I tell 
you the hardest task that I have 
in my ministry. wherever I go is 
to get God’s own people to believe 
that people are really lost, and on 
their way to a devil’s Hell. Oh, 
I know that most of us believe 
‘that the wicked and the ungodly 
and the low and the base and the 
vile, the adulterer, the drunkard, 
the hi-jacker, the criminal are 
lost. But’ very few of us believe 
that that fine, sweet girl, that won- 


wonderful husband that walks by 
that woman’s side iS lost and on 
the way to Hell. Because he’s a 
good father and a good husband 


moral man, that wife doesn’t be- 
lieve that he’s lost. Oh, if you could 
get her.to-helieve it, she would be 
on her face praying for the salva- 
tion of that man’s soul. God’s 


again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God” (John 3:3). And that 
means ail men. | 


preacn the Word of God. We need | 


really believe that the world is 
lost. Even Christian people do not}. 


derful, manly boy, that fine, kind, | J 


and a good provider and a good rs 


Word says, “Except a man be born | 


each the Bible | * 


Power Weekday 

State _ City Station K.C. In Watts Mornings Evenings 

Nebr. Lincoln KFAB 780 10,000 8:30 _........ ae 
Nebr. Lincoln KFOR 1240 | eeemectines 7:30 Wed 
Nebr. GrandIsland KMMJ 750 4,006». BiSO. & ciwtic 

Nebr. Scottsbluff KGKY 1490 250 89:00 8:30 Tues 
Nebr. Omaha KOIL , 1290 5,000 ......... 9:30 Wed 
S. Dak. Yankton — WNAX 570 5,000 8:30 9:30 Wed, 
Iowa Shenandoah KMA° 960 5,000 8:30 7:30 Wed. 
Mo. Kansas City ~ WHB 880 F000 B86 s: 

Colo. Denver KVOD__ 630 5,000 7:00 8:15 Tues 
Colo. ~ Greeley KFKA 910 1,000 9:30 8:30 Wed 
Colo. Pueblo KFHF 1350 500 9:30 8:15 Tues. 
Kah. Topeka WIBW 580 5,000 ........ 8:30 Fri. 


January or as long as God leads. 


thousands in my own ministry? 


I hope to be home a day or two for Christmas, but God is’ blessing 
so greatly that I probably will be right back here, continuing into 


Last Sunday, December 6, we closed a campaign in-Central Church, 
Lincoln, with 10 or 11 public professions in the evening service, five of 
those coming forward to accept Christ (or to return for outright back- 
sliding), being men. There were probably 60, possibly more, public pro- 
fessions in the campaign. Last Saturday I spoke, by the chaplain’s kind 
invitation, at Nebraska State Penitentiary, and there were, according to 
Brother Epp’s count, 27 public professions of faith in Christ. It was a 
blessed, moving service. Will you pray for this editor-evangelist in the 
heavy double duties upon me, and specially that I may, under God, 
promote revivals and soul-winning everywhere, and win multiplied 


it in no uncertain terms and make 
no apology for it. We need to 
preach Hell-fire and damnation. 
“Oh,” people say, “we've outgrown 
anything like that; and our cul- 
tured tastes and our refined na- 
tures rebel against preaching old- 
fashioned Hell-fire-and damnation.” 
But I want to tell you, we preach- 
ers will never outgrow the minis- 
try of our Lord. The world may 
call itself refined and cultured, but 
nobody ever preached Hell like the 
Lord Jesus. Brother, He believed 
there was a Hell, and He told peo- 
ple there was a Hell. He warned 
them that they had better do any- 
thing, pay any price, turn loose 
of anything even when it’s like 
plucking the right eye out. or cut- 
ting off the right arm or cutting 
off a leg—‘“Cut it off and cast it 
from you, for it is better to go 
through life maimed than having 
all of your members to be cast into 
Hell-fire, where their worm dieth 
not and the fire is not quenched’”’ 
(Matt; 18:8, 9). It was the Lord Je- 
sus Who said, “The rich man died 
and in Hell he lifted up his eyes, 
being in torments, and saw Laza- 
rus afar off in Abraham’s bosom 
and cried and said, “Father Abra- 
ham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip 
of his. finger in water and-cool my 
tongué; for Fam tormented in this 
flame” (Luke 16:22-24). The world 


is in sin, lost and going head-long 


to Hell and needs to be warned 
that there is a Hell and that God 
will cast the nations into Hell that 
forget God. 

4. We need to preach on judg- 
ment. Oh, how we need to open 
this old Book and preach on the 
judgment, for this is a book of 
judgments. From beginning to end 
it is a book of judgments. Adam 
and Eve sinned; judgment was 
swift and’ sure and terrible. Judg- 
ment came like lightning. The 
world in Noah’s day went away 
from God, until every imagination 
of man’s heart was evil continually. 
And God said, “The end of all flesh 
is come before me.” And judgment 
came. The people of Israel were 
chosen of God. After God had nur- 
tured them, after God had deliv- 
ered them out of E with a 
high hand, after God had fed them 
with manna from Heaven and 
opened the rock to give them wa- 
ter in the desert, and protected 
them by the cloud during the day 
and led them by the pillar of cloud 
by day and the pillar of fire by 


night; Jude says that.God, after’: 
He had done that, destroyed the: 


last one of them that persisted in 
sin and. unbelief, -. punish 


sin, Oh, how this world néeds to be 


told that God will punish_sin, that 
you can’t sin and get: away with 
it. Jude and Peter both remind us 
that even the angels in Heaven 
(Continued on page three) 
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A USEFUL, 


CHRISTMAS GIFT! 
Devotional Studies in John’s Gospel 

in two volumes: | it 

a “THE WORD MADE FLESH" — John 1-14 


“OBEDIENT UNTO DEATH" 


By Rev. J. C. Macaulay, Pastor, Wheaton Bible Church 
_. Wheaton, Illinois 


r Do you ie. a fried using the International Sunday School 
lessons?. Then this is the-ideal gift. Beginning January 3, \. 
these lessons will be in the gospel of John. How many times ‘ 

your friend will remember your thoughtfulness and be grate- \S 
ful for your useful, inspirational gift! 


i4 Each message is simply outlined and contains an abundance 
-«-@f illustrative material. Rich-devotional reading. Your pastor 

would enjoy it. Get a set for yourself, too. 
Cloth bound, 143 pages to each book. Price 


‘Order from 


Sk ges 


-” - - -~ ~ 


BLESSED 


— John 12:21 


$1.00 each 


The set $2.00. 


Brome December 18, 1942 | 


CAN YOU HEAR Us? 


Thousands of readers of The Sword of the Lord could hear the edi- 
tor’s voice broadcasting the gospel from Lincoln, Nebraska, on a special 
network of mid-west and Rocky Mountain Stations. Letters have come 
from these who heard the broadcast in the following widely separated 
places: Dallas, Texas; Brinkley, Arkansas; Lansing, Michigan; San 
Diego, California; and southern Canada! I am with Rev. Theodore H. 
Epp, a dear and long loved friend, on the Back-to-the-Bible Broadcast. 

There were over 800 letters and cards today, a little over ten thou- 
sand in the last three weeks and a few days, I understand. God is con- 
victing and saving. If you would like to hear us each week day, see 
which station on the following radio log you can. get best. 


BACK TO THE BIBLE BROADCAST RADIO LOG 
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“One of. the Best Re- 


vivals I Have Ever 
Had,” Says Pastor 


A letter from Pastor Lester D. 
Huxtable. of the Union Baptist 
Church of Endicott, New York, 
concerning revival _services in his 
church conducted by Evangelist 
William H. Rice, will be of interest 
to our readers we believe and we 
reproduce it here, Oh, I pray that 
this will encourage other churches 
and pastors to believe that you can 
have revival if you really want one 
and are willing to get out from 
house to house and work and talk 
and pray and ery, willing to preach 
plainly against sin, and then press 
the invitation with tears. 

The letter follows: 


“Near Dr. Rice: 


“T want to give you a brief re- 
port of-one of the best revivals 


that I have ever had since I have 


been a pastor. For several years, 
perhaps three, my prayer group 
and deacons have béen praying for 


a Holy Ghost revival. We thought 


about getting an evangelist, but 
when steps were taken they fell 
through. Last September after I 
had returned from my vacation, 
and most of it spent at Winona 
Lake, Indiana, my deacons again 
spoke of special meetings. We 
talked for awhile and then thought 
again of men we would ask to 
come and assist. I suggested Rev. 
James McGinley and one of my 
deacons suggested -your brother, 
William Rice. The board decided 
that we would put out the fleece 
and they asked Mr, Harmon to 
write to Mr. Rice and me to write 
to Mr. McGinley. The one we heard 
from first was to be the man. We 
both wrote the following day and in 
a few days Brother Harmon had 
had a telephone message from 


“Brother Rice. I was rather skep- 


tical about Brother Rice as I had 
heard him at West Corners, a short 
distance from my church, and was 
not too favorably impressed. Mr: 
Harmon came to me and asked 
what to reply and I said we put 
out the fleece and must consider it 
God’s answer. He wired him to 
come. We made all preparations 
and then went to praying. 


“Brother Rice began with me on | 


October 27th and from the first 
night I knew he was God’s man for 
us. He was so humble, God fearing 
and true to the Word that we could 
not help but like him. Our congre- 
gations were not so large but we 
are facing working conditions, gas’ 
rationing and other things, but 
folk came and the Holy Spirit be- 
‘gan-to work and souls were saved. 
Best of all my church people were 
moved. /One fine young lady came 
forward and confessed she had nev- 
er been born again. She was 
brought up in the church and Sun- 
day School and had Christian par- 
ents and had just-come into the 
church, but the Lord searched her 
heart and she saw she was lost and 
came to her Lord and what a 
change. Others made similar con- 
fessions and strong men came 
weeping their way through to God. 
I have never seen my church moved 
as it was and still is. Approximate- 
ly over a hundred and twenty came 
forward for salvation and rededica- 
tions of lives. 


“Brother Rice works with a .pas- 
tor and is one evangelist that is 
not afraid of work. We made near- 
ly a hundred and fifty calls on peo- 
ple- during the three weeks and 


-had prayer in each home. People 


from our factories heard of God 
working in our church and came 


(Continued from page one) 


went and sold all that He had and 
bought it. Where did He make that 
great exchange? At Calvary’s 
Cross. There on the Cross He sold 
all that He had and He shed His 
own most precious Blood, laid down 
His life in order that He might 
purchase the pearl which,is to 
adorn His crown for eternity. 


GOD IS A GIVER; He is not 
selling to people. Take all the great 
blessings that we enjoy. We get 
them freely from God; we cannot 
buy them. You cannot buy the 
fresh air that you breathe; you 
cannot buy the water from the rip- 
pling brook. Yes, men can bottle 
and sell it, but God gives it freely. 
All the blessings that He lavishes 
upon men are “without money and 
without price,” and the great gift 
spoken of here is the expression of 
His infinite love. 


The Minister's Story 


My wife’s father was a minister 
of the Gospel. Singularly enough, 
though I Jearned to know him fair- 
ly well in the days I was pestering 
him in order to get his daughter. I 
had the privilege of hearing him 
preach only 3 times, but I remem- 
ber an illustration he used of a poor 
woman who had a very sick daugh- 
ter. This poor mother went out to 
work as a char-woman. She had to 
earn a living for herself, and this 
child. By and by her daughter be- 
came convalescent, and was crying 
continually for some _ § grapes, 


and many were saved. 

“Om Monday night after the 
meeting closed on Sunday nearly 
thirty people came for baptism and 
church membership and others are 
still coming. Next Sunday, Novem- 
ber 29th I am going to baptize the 
greatest number I have ever bap- 
tized at one time since being pas- 
tor here. 


“Our prayer meeting attendance 
has doubled since the meetings and 
our new converts have a ringing 
testimony and the older ones are 
wide awake. I believe God has 
started a revival that will go on 
until our Lord comes. 


“Brother Rice is one of the hum- 
blest men I have ever met and he 
will do any church good whether 
large or small. 


“We had brother .and - sister 
Frank Cramer to assist in the mu- 
sic and they helped greatly. Both 
are truly consecrated people and 
are willing to work for the glory 
of God. Our choir leader and choir 
also were great assets. 


“We plan another meeting in 
March and trust that this is only 
the beginning of great things. My 
church have suggested that we get 
Brother Rice. back again in the 
near future and wé trust that he 
will consent. to come. Many people 
in our church are taking the Sword 
of the Lord and get real benefit 
from it. 


“T wish that you might pray 
about the Lord having you come 
and spend a short time with us. 
Your brother thought it might be 
a very good thing. May the Lord 
make you a rich blessing through 
your ministry and through your 
paper. | 
“Very cordially, 
(Signed) “Lester D. Huxtable 


Pastor, Union Baptist Church of 
Endicott, Endicott, New York.” 


The address of Evangelist Will- 
iam Rice™is 314 Napierville Street, 


viabnacoesscies Minoia. 


) A DREAM OF HEAVEN 


A THRILL YOU HAVE NEVER EXPERIENCED BEFORE! (|. 
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chafiged, our home life in heaven, meeting those whom we may not expect to 
find, etc. Describes in detail the crystal sea, great cities, celestial gardens, won- 


_ drous palaces, temples of pearl, etc., as the author actually saw them in her 
vision. ‘ nc eg ate loa 95 wr ctiag ¥ 
@ HAS' HELPED THOUSANDS! 
3 intra Muros is of vital importance to you, if you’ve lost a loved one. You'll . ( 
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; @ OVER 500,000 copies SOLD! i tS 
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. @ TWENTY EXCITING CHAPTERS 
Almost too sacred to be revealed! Reunion of loved ones with earth-ties un- 


GOD’S UNSPEAKABLE GIFT 


1 My daughter is sick, and is crying 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


though it was winter. The poor 
mother could not think of purchas- 
ing them, for they could be gotten 
only at an exorbitant price, and yet 
always when she came home, the 
child would say, “Did you get me 
any grapes today?” She offered 
her other things that were within 
her means, but nothing satisfied. 
One day she had been called to 
work in a different district, a place 
where she had not been before, and 
passing a magnificent garden, she 
saw a great hot-house. Looking 
over the wall she could see lus- 
cious clusters of grapes hanging 
and ripening. She tried the gate, 
and finding it open, went in. Hur- 
rying along the ‘pathway she met 
the gardener who said, “What are 
you doing here? you have no busi- 
ness here. Don’t you “know that 
these are the king’s gardens?” 


“Oh, sir,’ she said, “my daugh- 
ter is sick at home, and she has 
been crying for grapes, and as I 
passed I saw the grapes in the 
hot-house. I have worked hard day 
after day and have just a shilling, 
but I will give it all for one bunch 
of those grapes.” 

“Get out of here, you have no 
business in here. I may lose my 
job for letting you in,” and so he 
drove her out. 

She thought, “I suppose he was 
angry with me because I offered 
only a_ shilling for a bunch of 
grapes. I will try and earn more 
money, and maybe he will respect 
my wishes then.’ 

And so she toiled on, and was 
able to save another shilling, and 
then forced her way again inside 
the gate, and once more met the 
gardener who said, “Didn’t I tell 
you you must not come in here?’’ 

“But look,” she said, “I had only 
a shilling then; I have two now, 
and I want a bunch of those grapes 
for my poor sick daughter. Won’t 
you sell me a bunch?” 

He started to tell her to get out, 
when a beautiful young lady came 
up, and said, ‘““What is it, my good 
woman ?” 

“OQ Ma’am, if you can do any- 
thing for me, won’t you, please? 


continually for grapes, and I saw 
the beautiful. clusters in the hot- 
house, and wanted to purchase 
some, but he won’t sell them to me. 
Look, I have two shillings, may I 
have just one bunch?” 

“Oh,” said the young lady, 
“come with me,” and she led the 
woman into the beautiful conserva- 
tory, and said, “Hold your apron.” 
She snipped off one bunch and an- 
other and another; until the poor 
woman cried, “No more! I have 
only two shillings, don’t give me 
any more.” 

“But I want your daughter to 
have all she needs; there is life and 
health in these grapes,’ and she 
snipped off more. 

The woman finally said, “I am 
so grateful to you, here are the 
two shillings,” 

“Keep your money; my father 
is not a merchantman, he is the 
king, and he does not want your 
money. Take the grapes and tell 
your daughter they are sent by the 


from the king’s conservatory.” 

“But I will be so glad to give 
you the two shillings. You are wel- 
come to them.” 


“Oh, no! A king does not sell; a 
king delights to give.” 

I have never forgotten that sim- 
ple illustration for it tells how the 
heart of God goes out to needy 
sinners. That was in the apostle’s 
mind when he wrote. “Thanks be 
unto God for His unspeakable gift.”’ 
God has nothing to sell to lost 
men; again.I repeat, if He were 
selling His salvation, you would be 
too poor to buy it, but because it 
is a gift you may have it for noth- 
ing, and may have it now. 


“Il. THE EXCELLENCY OF THE 
GIFT 


I do not know whether you have 
ever noticed it, but three times in 
the New Testament in our Author- 
ised Version you have this: adjec- 
tive, “unspeakable.” Here we read, 
“Thanks be unto God for His un- 
speakable gift.’ In the twelfth 
chapter of this book, the apostle 
tells us how he was caught up into 
Paradise, into the third Heaven, 
and he says he “heard unspeakable 
words, which it is not lawful for a 
man to utter.” And over in the 
Epistle of Peter, we read of “joy 
unspeakable and full of glory.” The | she 
word is the same in each instance 
in our English Translation, but 
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(Continued from page two) — 


that sinned, God cast out, and has 
“reserved them in everlasting 
chains under darkness unto the 
judgment of the. great day.” Not 
even an angel in Heaven can sin 
and get away with it! This world 
needs to be told in no uncertain 


“WE CAN HAVE A REVIVAL” | 


terms that sin means judgment. 
Oh, how we need to preach it! 


5. We need to preach blood 
atonement. We need to come to 
that place where we will know 
nothing “save Jesus Christ and 
him._crucified.” God has but one 
remedy for sin. Let us get away 
from our sermonettes, away from 
our book reviews, away from cur- 
rent events, and preach the cross. 
People can read their own books, 


they can get current events over 


thesradio and in the newspapers 
and they can find entertainment 
everywhere. The world is dying for 
the gospel of the atonement. of Je- 
sus Christ as God’s remedy for sin. 
God help us to preach it. We can- 
not have a revival until we have 
that kind of preaching. That was 
true in Bible times and has been 
true in all ages; We will have a 
révival when we get back to preach- 
ing the great fundamental truths 
of depravity, sin, hell, judgment, 
the wrath of God, atonement and 
salvation by grace. We will never 
have a revival until there is first 
a revival of great, gospel preach- 
ing such as in the days of Spur- 
geon, Finney and others. Harry 
Emerson Fosdick, that greatest of 
all modernists in America, admit- 
ted recently that modernism had 
failed to cure the ills of the world 
and to meet the needs of the world. 
I said, “Mr. Fosdick, if that’s so, 
for God’s sake why don’t you try 
preaching the blood of Jesus 
Christ. It will do the job.” It will 
do the job, brother; it will! It will! 
The Holy Spirit will take the Word 
of God that is quick and powerful 
and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, and it will cut asunder, even 
to the dividing of joints and mar- 
row, and the discerning of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. 
It did it on Pentecost. It did when 
Stephen spoke to that crowd. It did 
it on every Bible occasion. It did it 
when Paul, the apostle to the Gen- 
tiles, preached it. It did it when 
Martin Luther preached it. It did 
it when Wesley and Finney and 
Moody and Torrey and the other 
great evangelists of God preached 
it. And it will do it today. 


Il. A Revival Will Come Only 
Through the Power of the 
Holy Spirit 


If we want a revival, we are go- 
ing to have to ask God, with all of 
our hearts for a fresh outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit. We are going 
to have to tarry before the throne 
of grace until we_are endued with 
the power of the Holy Ghost. I 
don’t believe a bit of this tommy- 
rot that a lot of people are teach- 


ing now that there is no need to 
pray for the power of the Holy 
Ghost. Sure, we’re in. the dispen- 


where each term has a very dis- 
tinct meaning. 


Unspeakable Joy 


When we read of “joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory,” the original 
word literally means, “unuttera- 
ble,” joy unutterable. When you 
are very very happy, can you find 
language to tell what it is like? 
Here is a young bride; she has just 
come down the aisle from the mar- 
riage altar, and her face is radiant. 
At her side is her proud young 
bridegroom. I won’t ask the bride, 
but will ask the groom, ‘“‘How do 
you feel now?” 


He looks at 
“Bully!” 

“What dé you mean by that? 
That doesn’t tell me anything.” 

“Well,” he says, “I feel great.” 

“Great? You mean that you 
think you are a wonderful person- 
age?’ 

“Oh, no, ” 

“Well, what do you mean ?” 

“T feel swell.” oe, 

“I don’t get you yet.” 

He uses many different words; 
some are good English, and some 
are slang, to try to express the 
joy that he feels to think that she 
— et away from him before 

d, “I will.” His heart is 
filed with joy unutterable. It is 
impossible to tell out your 
aaeoioan 5 on page four) 


me and _ Says, 


different in every case in the Greek 
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out the enduement of His power as 
God’s people ever were. And the 
preacher today, I care not how elo- 
quent he may be, nor how brilliant, 
nor how masterful the sermon, he’s 
a sounding brass and a clanging 
cymbal unless the Holy Spirit en- 
dues with power from on high. 
“It’s not by might, nor by power, 
but by my Spirit, saith the Lord.” 


‘And that holds good in 1942, Oh, 


how the church needs to go on her 
face, how we need to search our 
hearts, confess our sins, confess 
our sin of carelessness, conféss our 
sin of indifference, confess our 
sin of worldliness, confess the 
wickedness of our hearts in allow- 
ing ourselves to get too busy. about 
our own affairs to go out after a 
lost world! I'll tell you, my friend, 
there is no more wicked thing that 
God’s people could be guilty of be- 
fore God than to get so absorbed 
with our own business that we do 
not have time to go out after lost 
souls, nor time to pray for a lost 
world. How we need to confess 
those sins to God; and then on our 
faces before God, in mighty, inter- 
cessory prayer, weeping, and re- 
penting, wait before the Lord until 
the power of God falls. Oh, how 
we need it! How we need it! 

I read this story somewhere, of 
a vessel that was sunk in the At- 
lantic Ocean off New York harbor. 
They tried every means known to 
man to lift that vessel, but as it 
went down it sank into the mud and 
stuck at the bottom of the ocean. 
They could not, by any means 
tried, lift that sunken vessel out 
of the mud and muck and mire 
into which it had buried itself. Af- - 
ter they had spent thousands of 
dollars trying to raise it they gave 
up. A young man who was a stu- 
dent in Harvard University wrote 
to the president of that steamship 
company and said, “If you'll give 
me a certain sum of money, I'll 
raise that vessel from the bottom 
of the ocean.” The president of the 
steamship line laughed when he 
got the letter, and said, ‘“‘That’s 
just a fanatical school-boy, that’s 
all’’ and threw it in the waste $bas- 
ket. Some time went by. He got 
another letter, and this young man 
was making the same plea, “If you 


will give me a chance, and I don’t — SB 


raise it, it won’t cost you a penny. 
But if you'll give me a certain sum 
I’ll lift that vessel off the bottom 
of the ocean.’”’ That attracted the 
attention of the president of the 
company. He wrote the young man 
a letter and said, “All right, we'll 
give you a chance.” This young 
man’s father owned a barge line 
on the Great Lakes, and the young 
man went to his father and said, 
“T want a certain number of barg- 
es.’ He got the barges and towed 
them out. They put great cables 
around those barges, and waited 
until the ttde was at its lowest. 
Then they sent divers down to put — 
those cables underneath that sunk- 

en vessel. When they had every- 
thing’ all set, and the tide was at 
its lowest ebb, they tightened up 


'on those cables. The young fellow 


sat down in his near-by boat and 
sation of the Holy? Spirit, but we} 


princess herself, and are a gift|#%¢ Just as~helpless today witt 


waited until the tide came in. 


: When the tide came in the barges 
| above were lifted with it and the 


great ship began to be lifted out of 
its mud bed at the ocean’s bottom. 
The tide kept on swelling, and lift- 
ing, and lifting, and presently the 
ship was free. The tide kept on 
rising, and rising, until it was at 
flood. Then the young man hitched 
on to the barges and towed the big 
vessel into the docks. What science 
and the power of man could not do, 
the mighty power of the incoming 
tide had done with ease. 

' Oh, I tell you, what God’s people 
need is to go on our faces before 
God and wait until the tide comes 
in. When the tide comes in it wi 
lift this old world .back to God. 
But that’s the price we are going 
to have to pay. May God help us 
to be willing to do it! “Let us re- 
turn unto the Lord: for he hath 
torn, and he will heal us; he hath 
smitten and he will bind us up... 
He will revive us... He will raise 
us up, and we shall live in his 
sight.” 


Give The 
Sword of the Lord 
for Christmas! 


| "(Continued from page three) 


J ‘feeling when you are filled 
' with joy. That is the word the’ 
» apostle uses. And when you have 
_ received God’s gift, you. have a 

| joy that is unspeakable. 
4 Somebody said to an old Scotch 
a woman, ‘“‘Well, you are converted 
now.” 

“Aye, I am.” 

“How does it feel?” 

“Oh, it is better felt than telt.” 
_ She was glad, she was happy, 

and rejoicing, and did not know 
P ehat words to use to express her 
~ joy. 
s | Inexpressible Words 
' Then in Il Corinthians 12, where 
ee the apostle says he was caught up 
' into Paradise and “heard unspeak- 
2 able words, which it is not lawful 
' for a man .to utter,” that word is 
* really ‘“inexpressible.” That is, 
4 _ having listened to the music of 
_ Heaven, having heard the vocabu- 
lary of angels and redeemed sin- 
ners in the Glory, he couid not find 
a Ee any words in the Hebrew or Greek 
_ Besgunges with which he was fa- 
the ie that would properly express 
' the joys of the saints around the 
4 throne of God and of the Lamb. 
. __ But the word here is still a dif- 
ferent one; “Thanks be unto God 
for His unspeakable gift.” This 
2 ’ word literally means, “Not yet ful- 
- ly expounded.” “Thanks be unto 
_ God for His not yet fully expound- 
ed gift.” That is very suggestive; 
~it tells me that some day I will 
a understand this gift, though as yet 
a I. cannot do so. It tells me that 
' God has wonderful things in re- 
serve, which I am going to find 
4 -out when I get Home to Heaven, 
3 but as long as I am down here in 


» pounded. We read when the Queen 
© of Sheba came to Solomon to ques- 
— tion him concerning the name of 
' the Lord, Solomon answered all her 
' questions, and there was nothing in 
| her heart that he did not explain. 
* And when she saw his glory and 
— all his servants, and the weaith 
© that was His, she said, “It was a 
* true report that I heard in. mine 
» Own land of thy acts and thy wis- 
» dom. Howbeit I believed not the 
se words until I came, and mine 
— eyes had seen it; and, behold, the 
' half was not told me: thy wisdom 
' and prosperity exceedeth the fame 
- which I heard” (I Kings 10:6, 7). 
| She would have to stay on day af- 
ter day, and month after month, 
F and year after year, to get any- 
© thing like a real understanding of 
" Solomon’s wisdom and glory. And 
80, aS long as you and I are down 
here, the gift of God will never be 
fully expounded. It will take all 
eternity to get to the depth of it. 


» It Can Still Be 

|_A Merry Christmas 

a ' (Continued from page one) 

fF for the baby King, or a virgin 
'» mother in a stable in Bethlehem, 
» and the sweetest Baby ever born, 
~. whom she laid in a manger, and 
=> whom they called Jesus, because 
- He was to save His people from 
> their. sins! Oh, the lost world with 
- its revellings, its commercialized 
. Christmas, its silly lies deceiving 
* Small children and later breaking 
|. their faith, has nothing else as 
- -good as that! 


— Dear reader, 1 pray God bless 
— you, and give you a merry Christ- 
» mas. May loved ones remember 
» you, may your heart be made glad 
© with sincere greetings, may you 
i. _ See and rejoice with those long ab- 
aa ent, perhaps, and may you have 
te fe sting and rejoicing to the praise 
_ of t God. But oh, I pray most of all 
sion the peace of God, the salva- 
tion of Christ, God’s Christmas 

Gift, may be yours today and 


= through all the years: to come, If| 


; ee. know Christ in pardon and 
"peace, rejoice! If you have never 
re received Him as your own Saviour, 
oe on’t you do it today and let us 
hear from you?, How I will rejoice 
with you! And I will write a per- 
letter of counsel and help. - 
ae the Saviour’s name, we in 
The Sword of the Lord office wish 
= ou a merry Christmas and a ite 
py _ew Year. 
a John R. Rice, editor. 
Miss Lola Mae Bradshaw 
Miss Viola Walden | 
Mrs. G. Rice Nutting 
Miss Patricia Lewis 
Miss Grace Rice | 
Miss Mary Lloys Rice 
Miss Elizabeth Rice 
ae Canfield 
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a ' the world it will never be fully ex-. 


'GOD’S UNSPEAKABLE GIFT 


“There are depths of love that I 
cannot know 

Till I cross the narrow sea; 
There are heights of joy that I may 

not reach, 

Till I rest in peace with Thee.” 
But I may learn more_and more 
of this gift as I go along the way. 
It is God’s wondrous manifesta- 
tion of Christ to sinners. _. 

WHAT IS THE GIFT? It has 
never been fully expounded, but 
just what is it? In the first place, 
the Lord Jesus Himself is the Gift 
of God. “God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life’ (John 3:16). “In 
this was manifested the love of 
God toward us, because that God 
sent His only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live throu; : 
Him. Herein is love, not that 
loved God, but that He loved ot 
and sent His Son to be the propi- 
tiation for our sins’’ {1 John 4:9, 
10). 

The Lord Jesus Himself is the 
Gift of God, and let me say it wor- 
shipfully, He in all His beauty and 
glory has never been fully ex- 
pounded. Millions of sermons have 
been preached about Him; hun- 
dreds of thousands of hymns have 
been written to celebrate His 
blessedness and preciousness, but 
no one yet has told the story in 
full, ‘““No man. knoweth the Son, but 
the Father, neither knoweth any 
man the Father, save the Son, and 


-he to whomsoever the Son will re- 


veal Him” (Matt. 11:27). We talk 
about the incarnation, the union of 
God and man in’ one person, that 
glorious event which took place so 
long ago at Bethlehem, but how 
little we understand about it. It 
is God’s unspeakable gift. 

The Holy Spirit is God's gift. 
Our blessed Lord is no longer here 
on earth, but the Holy Spirit is. 
Who is there who understands the 
Spirit of God? Who can explain the 
Holy Spirit? I myself, one of the 
weakest and poorest of all God’s 
servants, have preached hundreds 
of sermons on the Holy Spirit, but 
I have never been able to explain 
Him, I have never been able to ex- 
haust the truth in regard to Him. 
The Holy Spirit of God is tHe un- 


speakable gift. 

We read in Romans 6:23, “The 
wages of sin is death; but the gift 
of God is eternal life through Je- 
sus Christ our Lord.” Eternal life, 
then, is the gift of God. Yes, “God 
so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life,” 
and so we are told, “He that hath 
the Son hath life; and he that hath 
not the Son of God hath not life” 
(I John 5:12). Jesus, the Holy 
Spirit, eternal life, these consSti- 
tute the gift of God. Explain eter- 
nal life. I cannot. It is God’s un- 
speakable gift, and I hear my Sav- 
iour saying, “This is life eternal, 
that they might know Thee, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom Thou hast sent” (John 17:3). 


“O what a gift the Father gave, 
When He bestowed His Son; 
To save poor ruined guilty men, 
By sin defiled and undone,” 


lll. RECEIVING THE GIFT 


What should be our attitude to- 
ward a gift like this, and toward 
the Giver? What attitude can we 
have if we are right-thinking peo- 
ple, but to receive the gift and 
thank the Giver. Have. you done 
that? Have you received the gift 
and thanked the Giver? Or are you 
foolish enough to try to do what 
the poor woman did — are you 
still offering your paltry little two 
shillings worth of human merit? 
Are you saying, “It is very good of 
Thee to offer me salvation and in 
such a cheap way, but then you 
know, I am not absolutely bank- 


rupt; I have a little human merit. 


I am really a very moral kind of a 
person, and if you will just take 
my goodness and my morality and 
my church membership, and a few 
more things, I will be glad to ex- 
change these for your gift.’ 

There is nothing that irritates 
me more than when I invite some 
one to go to dinner with me to have 
him try to snatch the check. In the 
first place, I generally select a 
place that is within my means, and 
I do not invite anyone unless I 
truly desire his company. I enjoy 
saying to my friends, “Now you 
just take anything you wish.” And 
then when they say, “It is nice of 
you,. but I would like to pay, 


| say, ack here, I didn’t invite you 


” IT 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


here in order that I might sell you 
a meal! You are my guest!” 

God invites you to come and sit 
at His table, and receive His won- 
derful gift, and you insult Him 
when you talk about paying Him. 
We have one instance in the Book 
where the servant of God acting 
for his master, became intensely 
indignant. Peter came down. to 
bamaria to see @ mighty work ot 
God, and as he laid nis hands on 
men, the Holy Spirit feil on them. 
‘here was'a wretched fellow who 
came and otfered the apostle mon- 
ey and said, “Give me the power 
to convey this gift; I will pay you 
for it,” and Peter turned on him 
and said, ‘“Thy money perish with 
thee, because thou hast thought 
that the gijt of God may be pur- 


ther part nor lot in this matter: 
tor thy heart is not right in the 
sight of God. Repent, therefore, of 
this thy wickedness, and pray God, 
if, perhaps the thought of thine 
heart may be forgiven thee. For IL 
perceive that thou art in the gali 
of bitterness, and in the bond ot 
iniquity” (Acts &8:20-Z3). 

It is a wicked thing to offer God 
anything for His saivation when it 
is already paid tor by the Blood of 
His own precious Son. Do not in- 
sult Him by pleading any merit of 
your own, but come as a poor 
bankrupt sinner; confess you have 
nothing to offer and be willing. to 
be saved by grace. Receive the gift 
so freely “proitered. 


IV. REFUSING THE GIFT 


Just a closing word concerning 
the solemnity of refusing such a 
gift. Let me quote again that verse 
1 have already repeated, “For God 
so loved the worid, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.”’ 
What does that tell us? It tells us 
that if we accept the gift, we have 
life and salvation; if we refuse, we 
perish. God would never have put 
it in the way He did in that verse 
if we were not to so understand it. 
Accept Christ and live; refuse Him 
and perish. 


some years ago a young man, 
careless and indifferent entered a 
mission hall. He sat and looked 
curiously around the room, and 
saw on the wall a printed motto, 
and he read carefully, ‘It must be 
Christ or Hell. To neglect the one 
is to choose the other.” He did not 
like that; he did not like the word 
“hell” stuck up on a sign. You 
wouid not like it put in your par- 
lour for your friends to read. ‘I‘hat 
young man looked at the sign, re- 
read it, and then said to mmself, 
“That ‘is pretty serious. I guess 
that is what I have been doing all 
my life. I have neglected Christ, 
though I never thought of choosing 
hell. But I believe that sign is 
right. By the grace of God, it will 
be Christ from now on,” and he 
was saved that night. 


i was having meetings in a wes- 
tern city, and was introduced. to 
a young woman, and was told, “‘She 
will sing a solo tonight.” 

“What do you want me to sing?” 
she asked. 

I said, “I have a song here,” and 
I gave her my book. I was going 
to preach on Eternity and showed 
her the hymn, “Eternity.” 


“Eternity! time soon will end, 
Its fleeting moments pass away; 
O sinner, say where wilt thou spend 
Eternity’s unchanging day? 
Shalt thou the hopeless horror see 
Of hell for all eternity?” 


She looked at it and said, 
don’t like that word.” 

“Which word?” 

She put her dainty finger on the 
word, “Hell,” and I said, “You don’t 
like that word?”> 

“No, that is not a nice word to 
sing. I never sing words like that.” 

“Well,” I said, “you will sing 
that or ncthing for me.” 

She went away, but she came 
back a halfhour later with tears 
in her eyes and said, “I guess I will 
sing it if ‘you still want me to.” 

I inquired, ‘“‘Do you really believe 
it? 9? 

“Yes, I think I do. I have been 
looking it up, and the word is used 
in the Bible quite a little.” “It is,” 
I said, “and God means men to 
know that it must be heaven or 
hell for eternity.” | 
» If you refuse the gift of God, 
there is nothing but judgment 
ahead. Accept the gift and live. Re- 
ject it and _ perish. | 

People do 
judgment to come. They would 
rather | 


et 


chased with money. Thou hast nei-+ 


do not like to hear of} 


More Saved — 
(Continued from page one) 


answering his request we have sent 
him twenty-five copies of the book- 
let that led to his conversion, 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
so he can “give some to others and 
help spread the good news in this 
community.” God bless him and 
make him a great soulwinner! It is 


tell us they have been led to trust 
Christ through that booklet send 
for copies to give to others. This 
Florida farmer said, “it is so pre- 
cious to me I won't tear it, but 
will write you,” instead of signing 
the decision slip and tearing off 
the last page to mail! 


Think how glad Mr. Taylor 
Crabtree, in Florida, must be, that 
he gave his neighbor helping him 
gather corn the blessed little book- 
let that léd to his happy conver- 
sion! Why don’t you give it to your 
neighbors, too? We will send it 
free, or you may pay cost of print- 
ing and mailing, about one cent 
each, $1.00 a hundred, for this at- 
tractive booklet, 24 pages, tinted 
paper, brown ink, pictured cover, 
giving the plan of salvation clearly 
in a full length sermon with many 
many scriptures and illustrations. 
Better get a free copy today, or as 
many as you will use carefully and 
get people to read. 


Fifteen Convicts Saved in Week 


Our good friend and brother A. 
C. Smith, of San Antonio, Texas, 
sends good news of sixteen who 
signed the decision slip in the 
booklet “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved” in the Texas-prison system 
in one week, one of whom has al- 
ready written directly to the editor, 
so we will not count him again. 
Brother Smith says: 


“Dear Brother Rice: 

“First I want to thank you for 
the further supply of “What I.Must 
Do to Be Saved.” It’s a grand pam- 
phliet and does make the way of 
salvation plan. Then wish to thank 
you for the million dollar write- 
of the work. I hope that it ha 
impressed others what an oppor- 
tunity there is for work among 
these unfortunate brothers and sis- 
ters. 

“Last week had 16 signed state- 
ments of acceptance of Lord Jesus, 
one of which is included is from 
Jack Elmore, Huntsville, of whom 
you spoke in last week’s Sword of 
the Lord, I sent him a Bible Mon- 
day and he has given me the ad- 
dress of his folks and mailing them 
some.literature and will write them 
shortly. 
prayer meeting and told them how 
the investment of 1% cents had 
won a soul to ‘Christ. 

“T sent the lady who with a 
small group in Galveston is doing 
the jail work 100 Gospels and 100 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
and she has acknowledged that 
they will help her so much. I doubt 
if they have anything like your 
booklet to work with.” 


This good man is doing a blessed 
work, and if you feel led to help 
in the expense you may write di- 
rect to Mr. A. C. Smith, P. O. Box 
200, San Antonio, or send gifts to 
us at The Sword of the Lord office 
and we will forward and see that 
you get receipt. 


Meantime, you that want to win 
souls, why not get out this litera- 
ture in every jail and penitentiary 
in America? Thousands would be 
saved if they were loved and 


on the love and the goodness of 
God. But it is because He loves us 
that He so. solemnly. warns us of 
the fearful consequences of refus- 
ing His unspeakable gift, the re- 
ception of which will save from un- 
speakable misery, both in time and 
in eternity. 


“Tonight may be thy latest breath, 
Thy little moment here be done. 

Eternal woe, the second death — 
Awaits the grace-neglecting one; 

Thine awful destiny foresee, 

Time ends and then—Eternity. 


“Eternity! but Jesus died, 

| Yes, Jesus died on Calvary; 

Behold Him, thorn-crowned, cru- 
cifi 


ed, 
The sinless One made sin for 
thee. 


O sinner haste, for refuge flee, 
He saves and for eternity.” 


(From book of Sunday night 
sermons of the same title by Dr. 
| Ironside, published in England by 
Marshall, Morgan and Scott, in 
America by Loizeau Brothers, now 
The Sword 


d bar of print. Furnished 


of the Lord by Dr. Ironside.) 


remarkable how many who write to} 


I read his letter at aj. 


| 


Friday, December 18, 1943 


taught and given the gospel in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. If we 
will furnish the literature free, 
will you take it to prisoners? The 
same offer holds good for soldiers, 
sailors, marines, and others. ‘If you 
will prayerfully give out the litera- 
ture to those who agree to read it, 
and accompany it with an earnest 
ig we will send you the litera- 
ure, 


Saved Thru ‘The Sword’ 


Sometimes preacher friends fear 
people will not read the full length 
sermons in this paper, but they do. 
Even unsaved people do, hundreds 
of them evidently, for we frequent- 
ly, get letters from people 
saved through these sermons. 
From Kearney; Nebraska, came 
a letter, November 27th,~enclos- 
ing a decision signed after 
reading the editor’s sermon, 
“Watching Jesus Die” as printed 
in The Sword. She adds, “I have 
found Jesus. He is the best friend 
I have and I know He will never 
fail me as long as I trust Him.’ 
No, dear babe in Christ, nor “even 
when you fail to trust, for 
“Though we believe not, yet He 
abideth faithful; He cannot deny 
himself” (II Tim, 2:13). You are 
safe in the arms of Jesus when you. 
have committed your soul to Him. 
He keeps His own, by His great 
mercy. ‘ 

Today I have received from my 
office a letter from a woman at 
Forest, Miss., telling how she was 
saved through reading thé sermon 
“At Thy Word” by Charles E. Ful- 
ler, as printed in the Sword of the 
Lord. She says: 


“Dear Brother Rice: 


“I have read Rev. Charles _E. 
Fuller’s sermon, “At Thy Word’ 
and today I take Christ as my own 
Saviour, trusting Him to forgive 
my sins and save my soul, for I 
feel that there is only one place of 
safety and shelter and security and 
that is underneath the shed blood 
of Christ on Calvary’s cross. I am 
waiting: for the helpful personal let- 
ter which he promised to write.’” 
She signed her full name though 
we do not. give it here. Already we 
have sent her a personal letter of 
counsel, and have notified Brother 
Fuller of the good news. 

Don’t you want to send The 
Sword of the Lord to someone af- 
ter reading how these others were 
Saved through it? What other pa- 
per in America, gets so many souls 
saved as this one? Won’t you help 
get it out? 


Soldiers, A Little Girl in Tennessee, 
Others in Minnesota Reported 
Saved 


We frequently hear from sol- 
diers saved through the booklet 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
and are anxious to get out many 
hundreds of thousands of copies 
through service centers, chaplains, 
and through \officers and soldiers 
themselves. All who can get some 
into the hands of our boys write 
for them. 

A letter today from Mrs. John 
Curtis of Chicago written to Mrs. 
Rice says: - 

“I had the blessed privilege of 
leading one dear lad to Christ as 
he was -reading the tract of Dr. 
Rice’s ‘What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?’ I stopped to talk to him 
and he invited me to sit down and 
explain to him what was meant by 
‘eternal life.’ What a joy!” 

Mrs. Curtis was helping out at 
the Victory Center for Service Men, 
at Waukegan, Illinois, found the 
boy, was not eating his cake nor 
drinking his milk, and when she 
asked him if everything was all 
right, he asked her to sit down. 
Many of these men can be won, 
just as this lovely Christian woman 
won that one, if we take the time 
and heart and gospel and trouble 
to win them. 

From Tennessee a girl writes, 
Signing a decision slip taking 
Christ as her Saviour. Before the 
decision slip, however, she wrote, 
“T have read your book and believe 
what it says, and some of my 
friends would like to have a book 
to read.” How gladly we sent sev- 
eral to her! 


December 2 a man decided for — 


Christ in Egan, Seuth Dakota, af- 
ter reading the editor’s booklet, 


“Religious but Lost”, and wrote to. 


tell us about it. 
' Mrs. M. Torkelson of Minnesota 
a a few of the editor’s books 
and said, ‘“Many people up here are 
saved through those books. God 
bless this work.” Amen, amen! Oh, 
for more love and power and zeal 
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